Human social motivation is characterized by the pursuit of social reward and the avoidance of social punishment. The ventral striatum/nucleus accumbens (VS/Nacc), in particular, has been implicated in the reward component of social motivation, i.e., the 'wanting' of social incentives like approval. However, it is unclear to what extent the VS/Nacc is involved in avoiding social punishment like disapproval, an intrinsically pleasant outcome. Thus, we conducted an event-related functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) study using a social incentive delay task with dynamic video stimuli instead of static pictures as social incentives in order to examine participants' motivation for social reward gain and social punishment avoidance. As predicted, the anticipation of avoidable social punishment (i.e., disapproval) recruited the VS/Nacc in a manner that was similar to VS/Nacc activation observed during the anticipation of social reward gain (i.e., approval). Stronger VS/Nacc activity was accompanied by faster reaction times of the participants to obtain those desired outcomes. This data support the assumption that dynamic social incentives elicit robust VS/Nacc activity, which likely reflects motivation to obtain social reward and to avoid social punishment. Clinical implications regarding the involvement of the VS/ Nacc in social motivation dysfunction in autism and social phobia are discussed.
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Introduction
Understanding the brain's receptivity to social reward and social punishment has generated extensive interest recently (Falk, Way, & Jasinska, 2012; Frith & Frith, 2012; Richards, Plate & Ernst, 2011; Rilling & Sanfey, 2011; Seymour, Singer, & Dolan, 2007; Vrtička & Vuilleumier, 2012) . However, there is still a relative paucity of neurobiological research on the human motivation for obtaining social reward and avoiding social punishment. A better knowledge of the brain-behavioral mechanisms associated with the motivation for social engagement is not only imperative for understanding the biology of socially motivated behaviors, but also for comprehending the neuropsychopathology of complex disorders such as autism, social phobia and depression which are often characterized by impairments alluded to aberrant social motivation (American Psychiatric Association, 2013) . Social motivation can be described as an individual's propensity to obtain social rewards (Chevallier, Kohls, Troiani, Brodkin, & Schultz, 2012) (e.g., approval by others), and to avoid social punishment (e.g., disapproval by others) (Buss, 1983) . Research has shown that the processing of incentives like rewards and punishments can be subdivided in at least two successive phases, with anticipation of the desired outcome and the appraisal of the experienced outcome each having a unique but interrelated neural basis (Reynolds & Berridge, 2002) . Specifically, the possibility of obtaining positive incentives (e.g., praise) will trigger approach behavior, while negative incentives (e.g., threat of reprimand) facilitate avoidance (reviewed in (Young, 1959) ).
One prominent experimental paradigm, the monetary incentive delay task (MID), was introduced by Knutson, Westdorp, Kaiser, and Hommer (2000) 
